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U.S. Navy Report On Flying
Saucers Stuns Americans

ThisIs A |
“Flying |
Saucer”

CLINGING TO
SPACE
SHIPS MYTH

From Qur Staff Correspondent

NEW YORK, Feb. 17.—The American public
was stunned this week, when the United
States Navy exploded the most fantastic
myth of modern times.

The Nuclear Physics Division of the Navy
disclosed in a 10-page report that the
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disciosed In a 1u-page Treport nat tne
“flying saucers”’ which had worried the
world for four years were only plastic
balloons, used by the Navy in the study of

cosmic rays.

The first pUhIiC reaction | But the Navy still had little
was  incredulity.  The to say about the real purpose
Jblic had liked its con- |of "Operation Skyhook,” pos-
ot - sibly because 1t 18 stranger than
ccture  about interplane- i £ .
e il e barmt e the myth. possibly because 1t
ary travel, aridese Is tied with top defence secrets.
rom Mars,and - ored- oS unose s research into
headed  dwarfs  whose  he physical torees of the uni-
odics were supposed 10 verse. to which atomic energy
: heen found n the has given only a clue
rechage of space ships. I'he Navy sand nothing about
The space  vIsitors  were hints given previously that lhl:
oo mteresting to be given Russians have been busy in
cosmic rescarch for vears, and
_ at one stage were thought to

fhen. as the Navy produced (o more advanced than the
sro0l alter proof that the sau- A iicane
@re were only  part of ts A spokesman for the Navy
Operation Skyhook,™ the pub- oy n14ined last week that it had
¢ got angry. Newspapers and compiled a list of 2,000 reports
wunlic men attacked the Gov- b6t flying saucers. eliminat-
cnment and the  Navy for a0 those which seemed “over-
nwng allowed the myth 10 yhimsical.” and added: ;
continue so long. ' “This left a solid basis of -

Navy scientists retorted in-  reports from aeroplane pilots, !

denantly that they had given scientific observers, and rehable !
e facts many times, but that lavmen which could not be |
heir statements had received brushed aside.
e attention, had been ig- “After investigation, we find
wred. or had been disbelieved.  there is not a single rehable
The sclentists il"l‘l["‘“(.‘d that the report ot an observation which
sbhic had preferred myth to 1s not attributable to the cos-
N mic balloons.™

But the Navv still had linle

up UN]‘}
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Eves In

Naval and other high
wientific sources vesterday
ave " The Sunday Herald”

mese facts about  the
asmic ray balloons:-

[hey  are made trom &
saiie matental and when tully
sfated measure 100 feet
sy Some of the later types
e higger.

The halloons are able to rise
grext  heights. With am-
sading improvements, some
viogo oup o 120,000 feet
svut 23 miles above  the

tarth s surtace).

Thev are loaded with instru-
ments and are controlled by a
¢ock, which at a set number
' hours deflates them. causing
mem 10 descend to earth.

Fven if the c¢lock faiis. the
um pas used contracts at
unset, and usually has insuth-
gent hilting power to heep the
mioons up at night.

ALTOMATIC SIGNALS
The saucers are ‘'set”

up eight  hours
hough some have stayed up
el d tLt‘_\ﬂ.

'hev are sent up under fav-
wradie weather condimions so
il they will not fly too far.

\utomatic radio apparatus

National Library of Australia

The Sky

\utomatic radio  apparatus
hulloons sends a seris
esases 1o ground stations,
the conditions  the
doons have found in fligh:.
Jmtormation includes aln
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tude, humudity, temperature,
dritt, and position in relation
to the sun. When thev have
done their job. the instru-
ments are discharged from the
parent balloon and return to
earth by parachute.

I he instruments also gather
more complex intormation on
COSIMIC Tavs.,

These ravs  (scientists
platned vesterday) are com-
posed of the nucler of the
atoms of hvdrogen, helium,
and several other heavier cle-
ments,

USE IN RESEARCH

Cosmic rayvs are constantly
bombarding the earth from thc
stratosphere. possibly from the
sun.  This 1s a phenomenon of
the disintegration of matter and
by studving it scientists hope
to gain a better knowledge oi
how matter 1s formed and how

eNx-

to  relcase atomic energy  as
wanted—not in a1ts explosive,
destructive form, as an th:
atomic bomb

Th .~ Wiaom:! SIS A PN TS
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" The Navy's original cosmic
rav researches began in 19<5,
and one ot the practical objects
was 10 determine  whether
cosmic ravs would endanges
high altitude aviation. It was
tound they would not

As designed and controlled.
the cosmic rav balloons are
not believed to be capable ol
intercontinental flight.

In this thev are unhke the

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18493836
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BOVE: This is what thousands

ol people saw in the United
States when they reporied
"flying saucers.” W is a U.S.
Navy research balloon, flying

at 77,000 fee.

RIGHT: Here is fthe British
version of the same device.
Physicists of the University of
Bristol use this one, which is
shown being filled with hydro-
gen before a 200 mile flight.

-— %
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Japanese wartime paper bal
loons which at lower altitudes
drifted to the United States
Pacific coast and released then
loads of explosives designed to
start forest fires.

HOW IT STARTED

Reports of queer-looking
ohjects in the sky have been
received all over the world for
175 vears. but not one took
them seriously until 1947, when
the first of the Navy's balloons
were released, and when the
first flood ol “sauncer” stories
came in

Dr Urner 1iddell, ¢hel ol
the Nuclear Physics branch ol
Naval Research, told " The Sun-
dayv  Herald™ vesterdav  that
shortly  alter this  his  ofhice
issued a public explanation that
these “saucers” were probably

National Library of Australia

[nese

TSAUCETS  WETe pronaniy
plastic  balloons. sent up 1o
make instrumental observations
of COsSmMIC ravs

“That statement  of  ours
simply  went unheeded,” he
said. “Nobody seemed to want
to believe us.”

In following vears science
writers in some newspapers and
journals reiterated the Navy's
explanation, but failed to get
much attention

Meantime observations by
creditable lavmen of more and
more flving saucers chiefly n
the United States, but also n
other parts of the world mulu-
phed enormousiy

In one  case a  Captamn
Fhomas | Mantell, ol the
LUnited States Air Force, flew

to a height of 30000 fect n
chasing one ot the saucers he
and a group ol his companions

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18493836
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and @ group of s companions  fives in retirement in Cah-

had seen 1n Kentucky fornia. had this to say:-
His plane. without oxvgen “Fverybody with any in-

supply. crashed, and Mantell '

was killed telhgence Knew all along that

AIR FORCE WAS TOLD 'the flying saucer speculations
: e £ y were hooey.

“But.” said Dr. Liddell, “we| [Yur totiive that the facts
had "”""'“f'f‘:l th'ij .-\.lr h:,':le about cosmic ray balloons were
that we were sending Up Bl gy 4ilable, but the public wanted

h"‘_'m! i _ﬂ"_‘m_"‘]'l' “t““:" l_hr" something sensational and fell
Air Force actually was par-! |, 0 o poax

tncipating in a small degree in “Cosmic ray balloons are
these very experiments, simply large balloons for ob-
“We cannot understand why, serving what goes on n the
having this information, traimned  ypper atmosphere.
ar [‘IL'I'H‘IHHC'I should have lrllt?i.? “While this information has
to overtake these 'skyhooks. o1 ver led 1o a satistactory
the balloons can rise 1ar heory of the origin of cosmic
beyond the altitude range of ' ryy5 it has demonstrated that

arrplanes.” 'some previous theories are un-
Dr. Serge Korfl, of New (enable.

partment. and one of the . fyndamental research into
world's greatest authorities on | onoaries of  the  atomic
cosmic rays, said: “"Had anyone o Glaus hecause of its bearing

chosen to Disten to us ... the  on atomic knowledge.
truth wasn't sensational enough “This doesn’t  mean  any
to hold anyone's interest. present  discernible  practical

Britain's Astronomer Roval, ynqpicqtion. either military or
Sit Harold Jones, wsued commercial.  Science s that
scathing statement exposing the oo The importance of cosmic
fallacies 1n some ot the “space- rav research is that it adds to
ship™ articles and books.  But o pagwledge of nucleur pro-
nl:'-hndj. took much notice of | .. "
thal

SCIENTIST EXPLAINS

D Robert A, Millikin,
America’s  disunguished  83-
vear-old physicst, who  now
lives in retirement in Cah-

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18493836
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What Writers Had To Say

Herald,” stuck firmly to their
As time went on the pagtions, despite Dr. Liddell's
flving saucer, “a natural”  documented dismissal ot their
for scientific or  psuedo- :.?:erpl.memry spaceship theo-
& e u
SCIENUIRGC WIMES, ‘.MH' H Scully at this time 1s in Las
ploited to the hmit 1n Vegas, Nevada. It was in the
fiction nearby desert that the lnllcd
By 1950 two books by repu- States Atomic  Commission
table authors dealing with the recently carried out tests ol
saucers and identitving them as W hat are beheved to be atomic
mterplanetary spaceships were artillery weapons,

published 1n Fuogland and the He ht‘“,'fl“lk' he said, that
U nited Stites “hittle men™ from other planels

lhe Enehish book wias b mat be AITIVIDG n the area In

Crerald Heard and was entitled
Is Another World Watching
Ll

Lhe Amenican one. by Frank spaceships anvtime now to in-
Scully. a well-known journabist. (ogiioate “these loud explo-
was called “Behind The Flving ons
Saucers.” He added: “Why should we

I hose saientists, both 1in the helieve the Navy  this  week
United States and Britain, who since thev are constantly blow-
occastonally comment in public jng hot and cold, 1 iddell’s
on extra-natural” phenomena story 1s imnocuous. We checked
had over the vears referred to the observations and ehiminated
the United States Navyv's earlier gl those attributable to Naval
explanation ot flving saucers cosmic ray balloons. 1 believe
and nsisted that 1f thev were the Navy is still covering up
not balloons, then the saucers something  they  really  don'
might be one ot a dozen other want to tangle with us. e
things n the sky that astro- alked to dozens of Army, A
nomers can explain but which! Force and  Naval techmcrans
puzzle the lavman. who have exprossed the convig-

Authors Scully and Heard, ton that the saucers are space
interviewed by “The Sunday|ships. but we are not allowed
Herald.” stuck firmly to their to use thew names because ol

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18493836
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to use then names because ol
lear of punishment from then
SUPCTIONS |

“1 can, however, quote C om-
mander Robert  McLaughhn
who was a technician attached
to the White Sands guided mis-
stle unit.

“In Mav. 1949, he checked
a flying saucer with instruments
as 1t traversed an arc from
horizon to horizon 1n New
Menico.

“SPACE SHIPS” TOO

“He measured its speed at
18,000 m.ph. and he s
convinced 1t was a space
ship. He is a scientist, not a

layman.” _
A spokesman for Gerald
Heard. whose home is in

Santa Monica, California, first
told “The Sunday Herald” he

was 1 meditation” and cuuldi
not be disturbed.
| ater, however, Heard was

contacted through his friend,
Aldous Huxley, and made the
following statement: 1 main-
tain that the flying saucers
observed as recently as Janu-
ary, 1951, must be ftrom
another planet or planets, |

' "l have kpnown for some
time that balloons were being
used to test conditions in the
higher atmospheres. They were
in smaller form

aleay nieoad

National Library of Australia

in

also used in smaller form in
England in 1940. 1 must say
the Navy's report doesn’t cut|
any ice.”

Heard said he had dismissed
all reports from casual obser-
vers. but carefully collated
those of competent observers,|
including transport pilots. |

“NOT BALLOONS”

He added: “Not one of the
reporters | have gquoted in my
book saw cosmuc ray balloons
We first exhausted the possi-

bility  of the use of flving!
saucers from this planet.  They
must, theretore. come from|
another  planet  or  planets.
From what planets? That 1s
the nddle of the flving

saucers.”

And on this, Heard returned |
to his meditations and to
preparation of an  hour-long |
talk he 1s giving this week-end |
at  the Hollvwood \'r:danla|
Society. ,
‘Footnote.—Heard's  American

publishers say the Navy's
. report does not change their

plans to issu¢ an American
- edition of his book, under
‘ the title “Is Another World
Watching?” l

| = |
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