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U.S.NavyReportOn Flying

SaucersStuns Americans

ThisIs A
"Flying

Saucer"

CLINGINGTO
SPACE

SHIPS MYTH
From Our Staff

Correspondent

NEW YORK, Feb. 17.—The Americanpublic
was stunnedthis week,when the United

StatesNavy explodedthe most fantastic

mythof moderntimes.

The NuclearPhysicsDivisionof the Navy
disclosed

in a 10-pagereportthat the
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"flying saucers"whichhad worriedthe
worldfor four yearswere only plastic

balloons,

usedby the Navyin the studyof
cosmicrays.

The firstpublicreaction

was
incredulity.

The
publichadlikeditscon-
jectureabout

interplane-

tarytravel,iridescent bees
fromMars,and red-
headeddwarfswhose
bodieswere'

supposed

to
havebeenfoundin the
wreckageof spaceships.

The spacevisitorswere
too

interesting

to be given

up
easily.

Then,as the Navyproduced

proofafterproofthatthesau-
cerswereonlypartof its
"Operation Skyhook,"the pub-
lic got angry.Newspapers

and
publicmen

attacked
the Gov-

ernmentand the Navy for
havingallowedthe mythto
continue

so long.

Navy scientistsretortedin-
dignantly

thattheyhad given

the factsmanytimes,but that
their statementshad received

littleattention,

had been ig-
nored,or had been

disbelieved.

The
scientists impliedthat the

publichad
preferred

mythto
fact.

But the Navystillhad little

to say aboutthe realpurpose

of "OperationSkyhook,"pos-
siblybecauseit is

stranger
than

the myth,possiblybecauseit
is tiedwithtop defence secrets.

This purposeis researchinto
the

physical forcesof the uni-
verse,to whichatomicenergy

has givenonlya clue.

The Navy said nothingabout

hintsgiven previously
that the

Russianshave been busy in
cosmicresearchfor years,and
at one stagewere thoughtto
be more advancedthan the

Americans.

A
spokesman

for the Navy
explained

lastweekthatit had
compiled

a listof 2,000reports

about flyingsaucers,eliminat-

ing thosewhichseemed"over
whimsical,"and added:

"Thisleft a solid basisof
reportsfrom aeroplane pilots,
scientific observers, and reliable
laymenwhichcouldnot be
brushed aside.

"After
investigation,

we find
thereis not a singlereliable

reportof an
observation

which

is not
attributable

to the cos-
mic balloons."
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EyesIn TheSky
Navaland otherhigh

scientificsources yesterday

gave "The Sunday Herald"

these facts about the
cosmicray balloons:—

Theyare madefroma
plasticmaterialand when fully
inflatedmeasure 100 feet
across. Someof the latertypes

are
bigger.

The
balloons

are ableto rise

to great heights.Withim-
pending improvements,some
willgo up to

120,000 feet
(about 23 milesabovethe
earth'ssurface).

Theyare loadedwithinstru-

mentsand are
controlled

by a
clock,whichat a set number

of hoursdeflatesthem,causing

them to descend to earth.

Evenif the clockfails,the
helium gas used

contracts
at

sunset,and usuallyhas insuffi-

cient lifting powerto keepthe
balloons

up at night.

AUTOMATICSIGNALS
The saucers are "set"to

remainup eight hours
(although

somehavestayedup
severaldays).

Theyaresentup underfav-
ourableweather conditionsso
thattheywillnotflytoofar.

Automaticradio apparatus

in the balloons sendsa series

of messagesto ground stations,

reporting the conditionsthe

This informationincludes alti-

tude, humidity, temperature,

drift,and positionin relation

to thesun.Whentheyhave
done theirjob, the instru-

mentsare
discharged

from the
parentballoonand returnto
earth by parachute.

The
instruments

also gather
more complexinformationon
cosmicrays.
These rays

(scientists
ex-

plainedyesterday)are com-
posedof the nucleiof the
atoms of hydrogen,helium,
and severalother heavierele-
ments.

USE IN RESEARCH

Cosmicrays are constantly

bombarding
the earthfrom the

stratosphere,possiblyfrom the
sun.Thisis a

phenomenon

of
the

disintegration

of matterand
by studyingit

scientists
hope

to gaina betterknowledge of
how matteris formedand how

to releaseatomicenergyas
wanted—not in its explosive,

destructive

form,as in the
atomic bomb.
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The Navy'soriginalcosmic

ray
researchesbeganin 1945,

and one of the
practical objects

was to determinewhether

cosmicrays would endanger

high altitudeaviation.It was
foundthey wouldnot.
As designedand

controlled,

the cosmicray balloonsare
not

believed
to be capableof

intercontinentalflight.
In thistheyare unlikethe
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ABOVE:This is what thousands

of
people

sawin the
United

Stateswhen they reported

"flying saucers."

It is a U.S.

Navy researchballoon,flying

at 77,000teet.

RIGHT:Hereis the British

versionof the same device.

Physicists

of the
University

of
Bristol

usethis,one,whichis
shownbeingfilledwithhydro-

genbeforea 200mile
flight.
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Japanesewartimepaper bal-
loons which at lower altitudes

driftedto the UnitedStates
Pacificcoastand releasedtheir
loadsof

explosives designedto
start forest fires.

HOW IT STARTED

Reportsof
queer-looking

objects in the sky havebeen
received all over the worldfor

175 years,but not one took
them seriouslyuntil1947,when
the firstof the Navy'sballoons

were released,and when the
firstfloodof "saucer"stories

camein.

Dr. UrnerLiddell,chiefof
the Nuclear Physicsbranchof
NavalResearch,told "The Sun-
day Herald"yesterdaythat
shortlyafterthis his office

issueda publicexplanation

that
these "saucers"were probably

plastic balloons,sent up to
make instrumentalobservations

of cosmicrays.

"That statementof ours

simplywent unheeded,"he
said."Nobodyseemedto want
to believeus."

In followingyears science
writersin some

newspapers
and

journals reiteratedthe Navy's
explanation,

but failedto get
much attention.

Meantimeobservationsby
creditablelaymenof more and
more flyingsaucerschieflyin
the UnitedStates, but alsoin
otherpartsof the worldmulti-

plied enormously.

In one case a Captain

ThomasF. Mantell,of the
UnitedStatesAir Force,flew
to a heightof 30,000 feetin
chasingone of the saucershe
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had seen in Kentucky.

His plane,withoutoxygen
supply,crashed,and Mantell
was killed.

AIR FORCE WAS TOLD
"But,"said Dr. Liddell,"we

had informedthe Air Force
thatwe weresendingup bal-
loons—as a matterof fact,the
Air Forceactuallywas par-
ticipating

in a smalldegreein
these very

experiments.

"We cannotunderstandwhy,
havingthis

information, trained

air personnelshouldhave tried
to overtakethese 'skyhooks.'

The balloonscan rise far
beyondthe altituderangeof
airplanes."

Dr. SergeKorff,of New
York

University's PhysicsDe-
partment,

and one of the
world'sgreatestauthoritieson
cosmicrays,said:"Had anyone
chosen

to
listen

to us . . . the

truth wasn'tsensationalenough
to hold anyone's interest."

Britain's AstronomerRoyal,
Sir HaroldJones,issueda
scathingstatementexposingthe
fallacies

in some of the "space-

ship"articlesand books.But
nobodytook much noticeof
that.

SCIENTIST EXPLAINS
Dr. RobertA. Millikin,

America'sdistinguished83
year-old physicist,who now
livesin retirementin Cali-

livesin retirementin Cali-
fornia, had thisto say:

"Everybody
with any in-

telligencc
knew all alongthat

the flyingsaucer
speculations

were hooey.

"I believethat the facts

aboutcosmicray balloonswere
available,

but the publicwanted
somethingsensationaland fell
for a hoax.

"Cosmicray balloonsare
simplylargeballoonsfor ob-
serving whatgoeson in the
upper atmosphere.

"Whilethis
information

has
not yet led to a

satisfactory

theoryof the originof cosmic

rays,it has
demonstrated

that
some previoustheoriesare un-
tenable.

"TheNavyis
interested

in
any

fundamentalresearchinto
propertiesof the atomic
nucleusbecauseof its bearing

on atomicknowledge.

"This doesn'tmean any

presentdiscerniblepractical
application,

eithermilitaryor
commercial.Scienceis that
way.The

importance

of cosmic

ray
research

is thatit addsto
the knowledgeof nucleurpro
cess."
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WhatWritersHad To Say
As time went on the

flyingsaucer,"a natural"

for
scientific

or psuedo
scientificwriters,was ex-

ploitedto the limitin
fiction.

By 1950two booksby repu-

tableauthorsdealingwith the
saucersand

identifying

them as
interplanetary spaceshipswere
publishedin Englandand the
United States.

The Englishbookwas by
GeraldHeardand was entitled

"Is AnotherWorld Watching

Us?"

The Americanone, by Frank
Scully,a well-knownjournalist,

was called"BehindThe Flying

Saucers."

Those
scientists,

both in the
UnitedStatesand Britain,who
occasionally commentin public
on "extra-natural"phenomena

had overthe yearsreferred
to

the UnitedStatesNavy'searlier
explanationof flyingsaucers
and

insisted
thatif theywere

not balloons,then the saucers

mightbe oneof a dozenother

thingsin the sky thatastro-
nomerscan explainbut which
puzzlethe layman.

AuthorsScullyand Heard,
interviewedby "The Sunday

Herald,"stuckfirmlyto their
positions,despiteDr. Liddell's

documenteddismissalof their
interplanetary spaceshiptheo-
ries.

Scully
at thistimeis in Las

Vegas,Nevada.It was in the
nearbydesertthatthe United

States Atomic Commission
recentlycarriedout testsof
whatare

believed
to be atomic

artillery weapons.
He

believes,
he said,that

"littlemen" from otherplanets

maybe
arriving

in theareain

spaceshipsanytimenow to in-
vestigate"theseloud explo-
sions."

He added:"Whyshouldwe
believethe Navy this week
sincetheyare

constantlyblow-

ing hot and cold. Liddell's

storyis
innocuous.

We checked

the observations and eliminated

all those
attributable

to Naval
cosmicray

balloons.
I believe

the Navyis stillcovering
up

somethingthey reallydon't
wantto tanglewithus. I've
talkedto dozensof Army,Air
Force and Naval technicians

who have expressedthe convic-

tion that the saucers are space
ships,but we are not

allowed

to use theirnamesbecause of
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fear of
punishment

from their
superiors.

"I can, however,quoteCom-
mander Robert McLaughlin

who was a technicianattached

to the WhiteSandsguidedmis-
sileunit.

"In May,1949,he checked

a flyingsaucerwith
instruments

as it
traversed

an arc from
horizonto horizonin New
Mexico.

"SPACE SHIPS" TOO

"He measuredits speedat
18,000m.p.h.and he is
convincedit was a space
ship.He is a

scientist,

nota
layman."

A spokesmanfor Gerald
Heard,whosehome is in
Santa Monica,California,first
told "The SundayHerald"he
was "'in

meditation"
and could

not be
disturbed.

Later,however,Heard was
contactedthroughhis friend,
AldousHuxley,and made the
followingstatement:"I main-
tain that the flyingsaucers
observedas recentlyas Janu-
ary, 1951,must be from
anotherplanetor planets.

"I have knownfor some
time that balloonswere being
usedto test

conditions

in the
higher

atmospheres.
They were

alsousedin smallerformin
Englandin 1940.I mustsay
the Navy'sreportdoesn'tcut
any ice."

Heardsaid he had dismissed

all reportsfrom casualobser-

vers, but carefullycollated

those of competentobservers,

includingtransportpilots.

"NOT BALLOONS"

He added:"Notone of the
reporters

I havequotedin my
book saw cosmicray balloons.

We firstexhaustedthe possi-
bilityof the use of flying

saucersfrom this planet.They
must, therefore,come from
anotherplanetor planets.

From what planets?That is
the riddleof the flying
saucers."

And on this,Heardreturned

to his meditations and to
preparationof an hour-long

talkhe is givingthis
week-end

at the HollywoodVedanta
Society.

Footnote.—Heard's American
publisherssay the Navy's
reportdoes not changetheir
plansto issuean American

editionof his book,under
the title"Is AnotherWorld
Watching?"


